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Early Travels Of Elisabeth
to Egypt, 1891 and 1911

Elisabeth was born as Duchess in Bavaria in 1876 and named after her aunt, the legendary Sisi, Empress of
Austria-Hungary. With Sisi and her entourage, she embarked on a cruise in the Mediterranean in 1891, visiting
Egypt for the first time at age 15. Twenty years later, in 1911, she returned to Egypt, but this time as Queen of the
Belgians, having married Albert |, who had become King of the Belgians in 1909.

On 12 March 1911, the couple arrived in Alexandria with Elisabeth’s younger sister Marie-Gabrielle for what would
be a private and incognito voyage. Elisabeth’s personal and annotated photo album recounts the places visited
and people encountered during this month-and-a-half-long voyage, which fed her passion for Egypt.

She took the opportunity to visit many of Egypt’s best-known monuments: the Sphinx and the Pyramids of

the director of the Egyptian Antiquities Service at the time.

Giza, the necropolis of Saggara, and the Egyptian Museum in Cairo in the company of Gaston Maspero,



On 13 March, the King and Que’en spent most of their
day with Belgian businessman Edouard Empain.

The Baron, to whom the Cairenes owe their tramway,
had just created a new city destined to ease the
congestion of the capital: Heliopolis. In Cairo, the royal
family stayed at the Heliopolis Palace Hotel, which had
been inaugurated in 1910.

After their stay in Cairo, the company boarded the
train to Luxor in Upper Egypt. They settled at the
Winter Palace and visited Theban monuments: the
Temple of Karnak, where French Egyptologist
Georges Legrain was heading excavations, Luxor
temple, the Valley of the Kings, and the temple at
Medinet Habu. Later on, they travelled south to the
temples of Edfu and Philag, the latter inundated at that
time due to the construction of the Old Aswan Dam.
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King Albert and Queen Elisabeth in Thebes, 1911
(© Archives of the Royal Palace in Brussels)




Flags welcoming King Albert and Queen Elisabeth in Egypt, 1911

(© Archives of the Royal Palace in Brussels)
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Heliopolis Palace
Hotel

One of the most emblematic buildings in the new city of Heliopolis was most certainly the Heliopolis Palace Hotel.
It was commissioned to the Belgian architect Ernest Jaspar by Edouard Empain, who together with his Egyptian
partner Boghos Nubar Pasha, was the driving force behind the construction of Heliopolis.

Its exceptional dimensions with a facade of nearly 200 m long made it a real landmark in the urban cityscape of
Masr al-Gedida. Its exterior and interior design epitomizes all the different facets of the ornamental repertoire of
the so-called Heliopolis style which was inspired by the architecture and design of Fatimid, Mamluk and Ottoman
Cairo as well as elements of Moorish, Persian and European Neo-classical traditions.

The interior decoration of the hotel, including its 400 rooms, was entrusted to the French architect Alexandre
Marcel, who was also responsible for the construction of the Qasr al-Baron, and the French interior designer and
painter Georges-Louis Claude.
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The Heliopolis Palace Hotel was officially opened in December
1910 and attracted an exclusive clientele, including Egypt's
elite, foreign dignitaries, business tycoons and royals.
Sumptuous parties were given in the lavishly decorated and
monumental halls of the hotel.

During the First World War, the hotel was requisitioned by the
British army and transformed into a military hospital. After the
war and a long period of restoration works, the hotel
reopened in December 1922. However, it did not regain its
past splendor and was eventually purchased by the Egyptian
government in 1958 and hosted several governmental offices.
In 1972, it became the seat of the Union of Arab Republics
(Egypt, Syria and Libya) and received the name Qasr
al-Ittihadiya or Palace of the Union. This name is still in use
today.

In the 1980s, it became the official residence of the President
of the Arab Republic of Egypt.




(Archives de Raoul Warocqué - Musée royal de Mariemont)
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Elisabeth returns
to Egypt, 1923

On 18 November 1922, when Queen Elisabeth visited the temporary exhibition at the Royal Museums of Art and
History in Brussels on the occasion of the centenary of the decipherment of the Egyptian hieroglyphic script, Jean
Capart was her guide. Curator of the Egyptian collection at the museum and occupant of the first chair in
Egyptology in Belgium at the University of Liege, Capart was also an engaging and enthusiastic speaker. That
same year, Howard Carter had discovered the tomb of Tutankhamun in the Valley of the Kings at Thebes, and
Elisabeth was eager to see this discovery with her own eyes. She would travel there in February 1923 with her son,
Crown Prince Leopold, and Jean Capart as their guide, to be present at the official opening of the burial chamber
of the young pharaoh.
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While they intended their visit to be kept private rather than official,
Auguste Dauge, the Belgian diplomatic representative in Egypt,
informed Egyptian King Fouad | of their arrival. King Fouad insisted on
welcoming Queen Elisabeth himself. Pierre Lacau, at that time the
Director General of the Egyptian Antiquities Service, had been
notified, as well as Lord Carnarvon and Howard Carter.

Having arrived in Alexandria on 15 February 1923, they boarded a train
chartered, at the request of King Fouad, by the Compagnie
Internationale des Wagons-Lits et des Grands Express Européens, a
company founded by the Belgian Georges Nagelmackers. They did
not remain in Cairo but immediately travelled south to Luxor, settling
in again in the Winter Palace on 16 February.

v o

Queen Elisabeth on the terrace of the Winter Palace in Luxor, 1923

(© Archives of the Royal Palace in Brussels)




Queen Elisabeth arriving in Alexandria, 15 February 1923

(© Archives of the Royal Palace in Brussels)
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Elisabeth meets
Tutankhamun, 1923

On Sunday, 18 February 1923, Queen Elisabeth and her son Leopold attended what will be presented to posterity
as the official opening of Tutankhamun’s burial chamber. At 115 pm, the royal procession crossed the Nile by
steam launch and then reached the Valley of the Kings by car. They were received by the Minister of Public Works,
Abd al-Hamid Soliman Pasha, on behalf of King Fouad, by Lord Carnarvon, and Howard Carter. Other notables
present were the British High Commissioner Lord Allenby, and the Director General of the Egyptian Antiquities
Service , Pierre Lacau.

Queen Elisabeth entered the tomb of Tutankhamun in the company of Carter and Carnarvon. The burial chamber
of the pharaoh was still packed with the gilded shrines erected around the sarcophagus, and there was hardly
room to move.
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The fourth room in the tomb, with the recumbent Anubis protecting
its entrance, was visible but could not yet be entered. A hoard of
photographers captured this historical moment.

Three days later, on Wednesday 21 February, Queen Elisabeth, Prince
Leopold and Jean Capart made another visit to the Valley of the
Kings. This time they went to see Carter’s laboratory, installed in the
tomb of Pharaoh Seti Il. There, a team of specialists, including the
chemist Alfred Lucas and the Egyptologist Arthur Mace, inventoried
and restored the objects discovered in the tomb of Tutankhamun.

Meanwhile, photographer Harry Burton captured the entire operation
on glass plates. The restored artefacts were sent to the Egyptian
Museum in Cairo, primarily over the Nile river.

v

Queen Elisabeth and Howard Carter enter the tomb
of Tutankhamun, 18 February 1923
(© Archives of the Royal Palace in Brussels)
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On the Nile
in 1923

After their visit to Tutankhamun, the Belgian trio briefly parted ways. Leopold left Luxor for about ten days to go
to Sudan. After visiting Aswan and Abu Simbel, he travelled up the Nile to Khartoum, the capital of Sudan, to stay
with the British governor-general Sir Lee Stack, and followed the Blue Nile to the border of Abyssinia (now
Ethiopia).

Meanwhile, Queen Elisabeth and her lady-in-waiting, Countess Ghislaine de Caraman-Chimay, remained in the
Theban area where they were guided around more ancient Egyptian monuments by Jean Capart: the temple of
Hatshepsut at Deir al-Bahari, the Assasif necropolis, the mortuary temple of Rameses Ill at Medinet Habu, Luxor
Temple, and Karnak. Once again, Elisabeth’s photographic albums bear witness to these visits.

When Leopold returned from Sudan on 11 March, he joined his mother to visit the Ramesseum the next day. 13
March marks the beginning of a cruise on the Nile up north.

i



Queen Elisabeth is greeted by Howard Carter and Lord Carnarvon,

18 February 1923 (© Archives of the Royal Palace in Brussels)
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Their ship, the S.S. Sheikh Fadl, first stopped at Nag Hammadi,
where they visited the sugar factory run by Belgians. Then they
went on to Abydos, Asyut, and Amarna. At Sagqgara, they paid a
visit to British archaeologist Cecil M. Firth who was excavating in
the Step Pyramid complex of Djoser. Back in Cairo, the Queen and
her entourage settled for two weeks at the Heliopolis Palace Hotel.

From there, they further explored the Memphite area, such as the
Giza necropolis, where Prince Leopold and Capart had tea on the
top of the pyramid of Khufu. On 28 March, they boarded the ship
Esperia at Alexandria that would bring them back to Belgium.

v o

A blind singer welcomes Queen Elisabeth at Dendera,
22 February 1923
(© Royal Museums of Art and History, Library)
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Queen Elisabeth next to the northern Colossus of Memnon, 1923

(© Royal Museums of Art and History, Library)




Creation of the Fondation
Egyptologique Reine Elisabeth

Following the visit of Queen Elisabeth to the official opening of the burial chamber of Tutankhamun, the idea
germinated in Jean Capart’s mind to establish a centre for studying Egyptology and Papyrology in Belgium. That
same year, he founded an Egyptological association intended to stimulate and promote Egyptology in Belgium.

With the support of many private patrons in Belgium and abroad, including generous Egyptian donors such as
forrner consular agentlYassa Bey Anglraos Bishara and former Foreign Minister Wasif Boutros Ghali, the Fondation
Egyptologique Reine Elisabeth (FERE) was officially created on 1 October 1923, now nearly one hundred years ago.

Under the high patronage of Queen Elisabeth and King Fouad, and directed by Jean Capart, the FERE quickly
became a dynamic and vibrant Egyptological association. In close collaboration with the Egyptian department of
the Royal Museums of Art and History in Brussels, where the offices of the FERE are still located, a diverse program
of activities was deployed.
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They organised successful exhibitions and public lectures, initiated
the Belgian excavations at Elkab and hosted two international
conferences that were effectively the first International Congresses
of Egyptology.

Since 1925, the FERE publishes the journal Chronique d’Egypte as well
as scientific monographs. It also developed an extensive photographic
archive and an exceptional Egyptological library that is still considered
one of the best in the world.

This emphasis on Egyptological documentation, combined with its
other activities, created an internationally acclaimed Egyptological
research infrastructure in the seat of the FERE that was widely
consulted by international scholars. The FERE became a unique
study centre, effectively turning Brussels into a leading international
centre of Egyptology in the 1930s.
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The logo of the Fondation Egyptologique Reine Elisabeth
in the 1923
(© Royal Museums of Art and History, Library)
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The team of the Fondation Egyptologique Reine Elisabeth
in the 1930’s
(© Royal Museums of Art and History, Library)




An Egyptian Festival in Cairo,
10 March 1927

In 1926, three years after Queen Elisabeth and Prince Leopold’s trip to Tutankhamun’s tomb, two Belgian
industrialists asked their guide, Jean Capart, to design an Egyptian-style party for members of the Murray’s Club
in Brussels. It will be the ‘Réception chez Toutankhamon’. The Library of Antiquity of the Royal Museums of Art and
History in Brussels provided documentation on Egyptian costumes, hairstyles, accessories, and jewellery.

The decorator and costume designer of the Théatre Royal de la Monnaie produced the set and drew the costumes
with the help of Egyptologists. On stage, members of the Belgian high society and collaborators of Jean Capart
played all the roles. Princess Marie-José, daughter of King Albert and Queen Elisabeth, wore an Egyptian princess
costume.
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The party was a great success, and its echoes reached Egypt.
The idea grew to organise a similar event in Heliopolis.

Jean Capart eventually accepted and set up the Egyptian festival
with a new organising committee.

On the evening of 10 March 1927, a vast audience attended the
festival held at the Heliopolis Palace Hotel. Jean Capart, once again
master of ceremonies, brought out the characters, all members of
the local elite, one by one. In Heliopolis, as in Brussels, the festival
encountered great success and made headlines in the newspapers.

v

The “Réception chez Tutankhamun” in Heliopolis,
10 March 1927
(© Royal Museums of Art and History, Library)
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Excerpt from the program “Réception chez Toutankhamon”

at Heliopolis, 1927 (© Association Egyptologique Reine Elisabeth)
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King Fouad I Visits
Brussels, 1927

Since its creation in 1923, King Fouad | was a generous and important patron of the Fondation Egyptologique
Reine Elisabeth (FERE). Each year, the Egyptian government contributed financially to the activities of the FERE,
but King Fouad | also personally supported several of its projects. After his death in 1936, King Farouk | took over
his patronage.

Following this excellent relationship between Belgium and Egypt, King Fouad honoured the FERE with an official
visit on 28 October 1927. In the company of Queen Elisabeth, King Albert | and their son Prince Leopold, King
Fouad was received by its director Jean Capart. The royal patrons of the FERE visited the Egyptian collection of
the Royal Museums of Art and History, the offices of the FERE and its famous Egyptological library, as well as a
special exhibition showing different models of Theban tombs that were lent for the occasion by the British
excavator Robert Mond who was also present.
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To commemorate this visit, Jean Capart offered King Fouad a
personalised copy of the latest publication of the FERE, a book
entitled, La science égyptienne: 'arithmétique au Moyen Empire. In
return, King Fouad expressed his admiration and encouragement
for the work of the FERE and handed a cheque of 50,000 Belgian
francs to Jean Capart.

The following day, a banquet was organised in honour of King
Fouad by the Groupement des Relations belgo-égyptiennes.
During this event, King Fouad was presented a fragment of a
relief that originally decorated the walls of the mortuary temple
of Hatshepsut at Deir al-Bahari and was part of the famous
scenes depicting the expedition to Punt. The relief had recently
been acquired by the FERE and was offered to King Fouad to
return it to Egypt. It is now kept in the Egyptian Museum in Cairo.

LD Ve e LD

DON DE S.M.LE ROI

1927-14YY

The relief from the mortuary temple of Hatshepsut
at Deir el-Bahari
(© Royal Museums of Art and History, Library)




King Fuad and Jean Capart at the Fondation

Egyptologique Reine Elisabeth, 28 October 1927
(© Royal Museums of Art and History, Library)
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State Visit of King Albert I
and Queen Elisabeth, 1930

After King Fouad visited Belgium in 1927, he invited the Belgian monarchs to Egypt, resulting in an official state
visit in 1930. At the request of King Albert and Queen Elisabeth, the trip consisted of both an official part and a
private one. This voyage is well documented, notably through the Archives of the Royal Palace in Brussels, the
travel notes of Queen Elisabeth, and the personal journal of Jean Capart. Local and foreign newspapers also
reported on the royal journey, and a film (with audio) named Royalty on Tour is kept at the Royal Film Archive of
Belgium (Cinematek).

On 10 March, the King and Queen of the Belgians disembarked in Alexandria and boarded a train to Cairo. The
train stations were decorated in Egyptian and Belgian colours along the way. At the Cairo train station, King
Fouad welcomed his visitors, and Queen Elisabeth received flowers from Queen Nazli. Settled into
six-horse-drawn carriages and escorted by squadrons of the Royal Guard, they went to Abdin Palace, where the
King of Egypt offered them a sumptuous gala dinner in the evening.
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In the following days, the official visit continued. The monarchs
visited the Museum of Islamic Art, the National Library of Cairo, the
Egyptian Museum, and the Coptic Museum. At the Giza Plateau,
they were guided around by the American archaeologist George A.
Reisner, director of the Harvard University-Museum of Fine Arts in
Boston Egyptian Expedition. On 13 March, the royal couple visited
the new racetrack in Heliopolis and laid a wreath on the tomb of
Baron Edouard Empain inside the basilica’s crypt.

Afterwards, they returned to Alexandria, where they settled in the
luxurious Antoniades Palace and attended a reception in the
gardens of Nouzha. They participated in a banquet offered by the
Municipality of Alexandria. They then visited the Graeco-Roman
Museum headed by ltalian Evaristo Breccia, the catacomlbs at Kom
al-Shugafa, and the so-called Pillar of Pompey. On the evening of 14
March, King Albert and Queen Elisabeth returned to Cairo. The
official part of their journey had come to an end.
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Queen Elisabeth ,King Albert and King Fuad at the

Egyptian Museum in Cairo, 13 March 1930
(© Archives of the Royal Palace in Brussels)
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King Albert and Queen Elisabeth are welcomed
by King Fuad at Ramses Station in Cairo,

10 March 1930 (© Archives of the Royal Palace in Brussels)




Royalty on Tour,
1930

On 15 March, King Albert flew from Heliopolis to Baghdad, spending a week in Iraq before joining his wife again at
Luxor for a few days before returning to Europe on 26 March. Queen Elisabeth’s stay was far more extended though.
On 16 March, she travelled with her entourage, including Jean Capart, to Mallawi. They visited Tuna al-Gabal and
Hermopolis, where they were welcomed by Glnther Roeder, director of the Pelizaecus Museum in Hildesheim.

The next day, the company arrived at Baliana and visited Abydos. The Queen was sometimes carried in a sedan chair
or driven in a six-wheeled car, but most frequently, she went on foot or by donkey.

On 21 March she arrived in Luxor. The next day they visited the American team of the Oriental Institute of the University
of Chicago at Medinet Habu, where Harold H. Nelson and Uvo Hélscher explained the epigraphic work they carried out
at the temple.
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The Queen asked to be pulled up in the seat they used to copy
inscriptions on the pylon, which greatly amused her. The
company visited Karnak with Henri Chevrier and Pierre Lacau. On
24 March, King Albert, the Queen, and Jean Capart were received
for the last time in Tutankhamun'’s tomb by Howard Carter.

The following two days were occupied by new visits to the Valley
of the Queens, especially the tomb of Queen Nefertari, the village
of Deir al-Medina, and the Ramesseum. At Deir al-Bahari, the
Queen met Herbert Winlock, director of the Egyptian
Department of the Metropolitan

P 8
Queen Elisabeth and Jean Capart in the quarries of Aswan,
30 March 1930
(© Royal Museums of Art and History, Library)




After King Albert’s departure, Queen Elisabeth continued her journey with her travel companions.
On 27 March, she was introduced to Elkab by Jean Capart, an important moment for the history of
Belgian Egyptology, for seven years later Capart would start archaeological fieldwork at that site.
Many other sites were visited during the rest of her journey: Edfu, the sandstone quarries of Gebel
al-Silsila, Kom Ombo, Philae, Elephantine Island, and Aswan, where British archaeologist Walter
Bryan Emery presented her with the latest findings of the Archaeological Survey of Nubia.

The return to the capital was by train with a stop in el-Wasta to visit the pyramid of Pharaoh Snefru
in Meidum in the company of British archaeologist Alan Rowe, working on behalf of the University
of Philadelphia.




On 1 April 1930, the Queen was guided around North Saggara with British Cecil M. Firth and French
Jean-Philippe Lauer. The next day, she was at the Citadel of Cairo to see the mosque and palace of
Mohamed Ali. Finally, she went to the Giza plateau where she climbed to the top of the Great
Pyramid in just 15 minutes.

On the morning of 3 April 1930, King Fouad waved Queen Elisabeth goodbye at the Cairo railway
station. Having reached Alexandria, she and her entourage boarded the ship Ausonia and returned
to Europe.




Crowds of Egyptians welcome Queen Elisabeth at Baliana,
19 March 1930
(© Royal Museums of Art and History, Library)
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1923 - Queen Elisabeth at the Winter Palace
(© Archives of the Royal Palace in Brussels)
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2023 - Her Majesty Queen Mathilde of the Belgians
and Her Royal Highness Princess Elisabeth
at the Winter Palace (© F.Andrieu/Agencepeps)




1930 - Queen Elisabeth at 'the Vulture Rock’ in Elkab
(© Archives of the Royal Palace in Brussels)

2023 - Her Majesty Queen Mathilde of the Belgians

and Her Royal Highness Princess Elisabeth at Elkab
(© F.Andrieu/Agencepeps)




1930 - Queen Elisabeth at Elkab 2023 - Visit of Her Majesty Queen Mathilde of the
(© Archives of the Royal Palace) Belgians and Her Royal Highness Princess Elisabeth to
the archeological site of Elkab
(© F.Andrieu/Agencepeps)




1930 - Queen Elisabeth & Howard Carter next to the coffin
of Tutankhamun
(© Archives of the Royal Palace in Brussels)

2023 - Visit of Her Majesty Queen Mathilde of
the Belgians and Her Royal Highness
Princess Elisabeth to the Tomb of Tutankhamun
(© F.Andrieu/Agencepeps)




2023 - Her Majesty Queen Mathilde of the Belgians and Her Royal Highness Princess Elisabeth
Official Opening of the exhibition “1923-2023": Queen Elisabeth of Belgium in Egypt” at Baron Empain
Palace in Cairo
(© F.Andrieu/Agencepeps)
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] COLOPHON

This publication accompanies the exhibition “1923 - 2023 : Queen Elisabeth of Belgium in Egypt”, held at the Baron Empain Palace
in Cairo from 14 March to 14 April 2023.

The exhibition was organized by the Embassy of Belgium in Cairo in collaboration with the SURA research project of the Royal
Museums of Art and History in Brussels and KU Leuven, under the patronage and with the generous support of the Belgian

Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the Egyptian Ministry of Tourism and Antiquities. Her Majesty Queen Mathilde of the Belgians and
H.E Minister Ahmed Issa inaugurated the exhibition on 14 of March, 2023.
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