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Copy ol a. old ins..ipiion .n the rer.6e of rLe canvas
b.fffe a hringi .losuayan Belle /B!rto-" Nluri /Io.n Sevillx

Provenahcc: Jonra van Belle,s colle.rrcn in scvile Lom
1670; later presumably in RoLt.rdam, in Lhe possession ot
VaD Belle's hei.s, until purchased lor the National Gatleryot
l.,L'a .1. r. 1uL to.tor Lon,, {dr

Josua !a. Belle (1637 l7t0)sls a Dutch shjppins ner.taDr
hon Rotterdarn who Iived lora ne in Cddiz and in Seviflc,
where histresence is documenrcd hon 1663.In Crdjzrherc
are records oI Van Bellcs husnEss dealings $,irh rhe FteDrlsh
merchanr Carlos Licht. gove.Dor oI rhe Flenish consutatc.,

Afte. retuminshome lrcm Splin, Van Belle also h.ld se,er
al poslrions of aurhorir{ Fron t676 io I710 he se.v.d on
the.,ty council (do"A.lkp) ol Rofterdan,: firsr as an sldcr
man or scltep an.l later as bursomaster (t705 1706)ahd
treasurer (1707 1708).r llehreen l 677 and t 7t0, h. r,as s
reprcsentative ro rhe States olHoilard and govemor ol the
Rotterdd,n chamberolthe Durch East India Cohplry.

Arhjs Flarial Rorrerdam hone,Van BeIe amassed astlbsta"
tial afl collecdon rhar in.lud.d lohann.s Venneerf W,-,"
Wnnhg a Leu.r Nith hd i\Iaid, nos, jn the srme Irnh muse
unr.'After Van Belle\ dearh, ihe painrins, ihc house and rhe
entirc colle.lion wcre inhe.ired bl,his son and namesrt<e
(1680 1738), r,ho in 1730 pur nany of rhc works up for sal.,
but not thc portrail ofhis father, wlich nusr have staled nl
'nP Jn:\ lh..|fl.lr o,dr,dv r.ne
murdls in l7l0 173j,6 sone ofr jch are hetd j. rhe Muse
uD Rorrerda,n, (Lich explains Lhe sale ot Lhe colte.tion, a
common prucli.. n the N.tlerlands ar rhe dhc

NIudllo painred rhe portrait ol Van Belle i. 1670, shortly
b.fore his return to Holland. Van Bcttes.as certainly in Rot,

'.1 . n. , ,-e. th, iu'oo .dLF. . odlts i

ter Cad,arina van der Meydrn there.:and perhaps ever by
luly 14,70, q,hen a Hofterdah document hcnrioDs hih bejng
naned godlather to one of his ncphervs ! In 1676 he is
recorded in Waddi vccn lvhere he u,as the manorialttrd.
ofle rg a ptu.Lration., IL is .ot unliLely rlFfthe pornait wa!
commnsioned i. pre?ararlon tir his nnpcn djng nuphats and

\avarrete has suggesrcd thar the portrajt ;. rhe Cinras
F.undadon.ould be second likene$ ofthe Dutch slipping
merchunt, based on the oblious physj.dt resehbtan.e (rhc
sitter is even wearing die same clothes), although Lhn evi
dence alone is nor con.lusive (fig ll.r0 Th. Flo.ida fictu.e
,nistri e.sily b. a porftait olone of \ian Belle's Ls! b.orhers
who also lived in C.idiz and Scville: J!..b 'an 

BelL., also in
shipping,r'and PicLer or Pedro va. Belle, $,ho found.d a
slave trailiDs conipanv $ith Bakhasar Covh"n, 652
1686) and oLh.r Genoese be..hanrsil

Be $at s ii mal thc Dubljn piciure, q,hich husr have origi
nallybeen a full length portrayal, has kng been considered
one ofX4lrillols finestporrra s. A conne.rion ro rhe radiiion
ol Dut.h porftaiturc has beeD sugg.sred, arguing r]at the sir
ter nay have .efered \'l urillo to formal Dutch sources presem
in Sei'ille which Fere probdbly close Lo the sqle ol Barr-
holrreus van dcr Helst's porlrdits. Hoi,crcr, rhe nonhe r
European echoes in rlc sq,le of rhis portrait ch be er]raincd
by the Fl.mish badlri.n ol.o!fi porrrairure in Spai., based
pnnanly on models esrablished hy RirLens and Var Dvck md
' o-r r,r -d b. \F .\, ./ .nd i ", ...,o rtr .t , ,c " . , -
ro study dreD in l]ladrid !,rd incorporare them in orherpoF
traiG, m.h ds those of the Duke of frias in the Louue (car
no 52) and thc Ma.quis of Lcgarda (cat no. ;11. The shjrr
$orn by tle lafter is also similar to Lhe gamenr pi.tured in the
Dubhnand l-lo.ida ponra,rs, and even i. rhe London self-por

,"dr I L" L. f 'o, ,--.,r F,

conume is distin.uveb, Dutch in oriSin.

lhe licture was acquired br Lhe Irish gdlleNin London jn
l8ai6. Its proreDan.e frior ro thar daie is unt{.own. dx)u8h
itrnav have remained i. Holland in the possessbn ofonc ot

l5o3l

Eduardo Lamas trelgado
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'heJp 'nrl Jn.m""."dop.d o- rq .r-h r, -,
shillibgs.
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'd" 
a\e tu honne\ngd er dnec

nean P.dt um Belle,a ndt ddskr. hd del, aj., jd Ajet
ta de Neeff, eed D.l dr Bnossot Passa, bij zij" awrlijdd
dnot D. Nicolas Pafio, d dddr na dnat Bahha& Cdjwt net
.let Konil.€ na Syag"iefl da"Eeedan, zoa h Spderien, de
Wattulije\, Ll\ try Cuatu, Rofi€ am.1689.


